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For Friends’ Review. 
Synopsis of a Sermon Preached at the Friends’ 
Meeting-House, Matamoros, First month 3d, 
1886, by Gertrudis G. G. de Ureste. 


The fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah had been read at 
the opening of the Bible-school, and at its close she 
addressed the audience from the first verse : 

‘Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money ; come ye, buy, 
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price.” 

The Gospel is not for sale. The religion of 
Christ does not consist of pantomimes, nor of so- 
called sacraments adjusted to atariff. It is aspirit- 
ual work in the soul. A new birth followed by a 
new life. You are invited to come freely and to 
partake freely. You are invited to come to Christ 
the\One Mediator, for ‘‘ there is one Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the Man Christ Jesus.” A 
mediator is one who mediates between two parties. 
The Mediator between sinful man and sinless God, 
is Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh. 

In saying that we have but one Mediator, I in- 
tend no disrespect to the mother of the incarnate 
Word. My heart beats in full accord with the 
voice of the angels: ‘Salve Maria, altamente 
favorecida.” She was favorecida (a recipient of 


favors) and not favorecedora (a granter of favors). 
Luke i. 28, 
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As a 
model Christian she stands fully equal to St. Paul 
or St. Peter. She showed her obedience to her Son 
in the marriage at Cana of Galilee, and left us as 
the breathing of her soul: ‘* Whatsoever he saith 


She was highly favored among women. 


unto you, do it.” If you wish to respect the 
memory of the Virgin Mary, obey her Son. Yet 
we miust remember she was favored and not a 
favorer. She was a creature and not a Creator. 
She was saved and not a Saviour. 

We are in a place of worship destitute of all 
images. There are no gaudy pictures to attract 
our attention and divert us from worshipping God 
in spirit and in truth. 

Why do we not have these things? Because 
they are no gods. I cannot lay my hands upon 
my God. I cannot tear Him in pieces. Those 
images which adorn the showy temples of this city 
I could demolish and tear in fragments. If they 
were gods, I could not do this. They be no gods 
which are made with hands. Our God is infinitely 
higher than we can comprehend. He can compre- 
hend us, but we cannot comprehend Him. He can 
destroy us, but we cannot destroy Him. 


From childhood I have sought to love that which 
is high and sublime. I have found nothing higher 
than God to love, and thus I love Him, and stand 
before you to-day to serve Him, and to serve my 
brethren and sisters in doing so. 
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We must come here expecting to worship God, | would precipitate society into a chaos of moral 


and we must be all gentle and quiet, and attentive, 
in humble submission and respect to our kind Hea- 
venly Father. 

Remembering the spiritual nature of the Chris- 
tian religion we must come together to be spiritu- 
ally strengthened and bound together in the 
service of our God. We must study with atten- 
tion the Holy Scriptures, desiring to be benefitted 
thereby. 

As the adage says, ‘* The child’s after life will 
not belie the milk it nursed.’” I cannot deny the 
milk with which I was nurtured. I have from child- 
hood been nurtured with the milk of this holy 
word. Left an orphan at twelve years of age, a 
Bible became my portion of my father’s library, 
and not only was I fed thereby, but it was my guide 
as mother of my orphan brothers and sisters, a sta- 
tion at that tender age I was forced to occupy. All 
that I have of Christian character is the outgrowth 
of that precious aliment. You can all be nourished 
thereby, even you, dear boys and tender girls ; your 
Heavenly Father offers you this life-giving food, 
that ye may grow to the full stature of Christian 
manhood and womanhood. Study it for yourselves, 
and as you study, obey. Let the love you bear to 
your Master be shown by obedience. ‘‘ Whosoever 
loveth Me will keep My commandments.” 

I feel ready to say with Mary: ‘‘ He agui Ja es- 
clava ded Senor.’ ** Behold here the Lord’s slave.’’ 
If I stand before you to exhort you, it is because 
you have so wished it. I am here much against my 
own inclination, but in loving obedience to my 
Lord. Iam here to counsel you, and to be coun- 
seled by you. Accept my counsels in love, for I 
love you deeply, and shall speak with frankness. 


I did not desire to be recognized a minister of 
the Gospel. In order to teach the dear girls of 
Mendez the way of salvation I needed no such re- 
cognition. You pressed it upon me, and as ser- 
vant (esclava) of the Lord and of this church I 
bowed the head in humble submission. Love to 
God and love to you has enabled me to overcome 
my natural timidity and stand here as a target of 
those who deny woman the right to preach and 
prophesy in the Church of God. Brothers, you 
would take a great burden off our shoulders by such 
a prohibition, but then the burden and responsibility 
would rest upon you. You well know thatI do not 
feel elated by such an appointment in the face of 
opposition and ridicule, aside from the sense of 
increased responsibility it enjoins. 

Woman has been a preacher in the home ever 
since Eve became a wife and amother. Who forms 
the heart of the boy and molds the destiny of the 
nation? The father? No. Itis the mother who does 
this. Who is the household angel, tenderly guid- 
ing the husband by loving counsels, by her entrea- 
ties and her tears? You could not hinder this in- 
fluence if you would. Where are the husbands who 
have set at naught the counsels and entreaties of 
their wives? Dv not their lives of crime and moral 
shipwreck tell us that to nullify woman’s influence 
as the moral and spiritual trainer of men’s hearts 


pollution ? 

Whatever other churches may do, the Society of 
Friends will in no wise place a bar of sex to hinder 
the handmaids of Gog from public as well as pri. 
vate service to their Lord. I love the Society of 
Friends, for in it I recognize the teachings of the 
Early Church as I find them in the New Testament, 
I said the New Testament. I refer to the Testa. 
ment of Christ, which constitutes us as His heirs. 

Heirs have a right to read the testament of the 
testators who have left them an inheritance. What 
would we say of a man who should make a testa- 
ment and then prohibit his heirs from reading it? 
What would we say it those having the testament in 
their care should refuse to show the document to 
the heirs? Would we not say that they intended 
to defraud them of their rights? We, as heirs of 
Christ, must see that no one prevents us from 
reading His Testament and knowing what is our 
portion. 

I said that I love the Society of Friends, because 
Isee in it that eguafty which knows no distinction 
of race, nationality or sex. I rejoice as I see it ex- 
tending from village to village over all Tamaulipas. 
But we must remember that the future of the So- 
ciety of Friends lies before us, and in a great 
measure depends upon us. It is with heartfelt sor- 
row that I behold differences among you, and that 
you thus give our enemies ground to speak against 
us. We all have our defects. I have mine and 
you have yours. We must correct one another in 
love. If you have any correction to make in me, 
I will bow my forehead and accept it in love. 


A body with many heads would be a monster. 
The church is not a monster, It has only one 
Head. Our Head is Christ, and we look unto 
Him for guidance and direction. How many 
heads do you find to the church in this book? 
‘* Speaking the truth in love, ye may grow up into 
Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.” 
Ephesians iv. 15. ‘*Christ is the head of the 
Church: He is the Saviour of the body.” Eph. 
v.23. ‘And He is the head of the body, the 
church: who is in the beginning, the first-born 
from the dead; that in all things he might have the 
pre-eminence.” Col. i. 18. He is the head, and 
we recognize no other. To Him we look for our 
marching orders, and not to one another. The 
body should ever be in harmony with and under the 
direction of its head. The church should be in 
harmony with the will of Christ. Then allow me 
to say a few words in all love to your souls and to 
the honor of God’s truth. If they touch your 
souls, bow low before God and profit by them, for 
His sake and the sake of the cause so dear to all 
of us. 

I have beheld discord among you, and even in 
members of the same household, bound in the 
nearest ties of blood relationship, and of no mean 
social and intellectual training. I have seen a lack 
of condescension among co-workers‘in a common 
cause. Our enemies say that they see in Protest- 
antism individuals and not achurch. Let us be united, 
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let us go hand in hand and give Romanists no op- 
wad to accuse us again with just cause on this 
head. 

I have also beheld that in some cases in this very 
church, which accords to woman her true sphere 
for work in the church, the husband holds the 
household reins with an almost tyrannical sway. 
There is no Bible doctrine to uphold a tyrannical 
husband. Be model Christians in the household 
and shut the mouths of the gainsayers. What we 
lack is to let the word of the Lord have free course 
in and fully purify and produce fruit in our hearts, 

Teachers, be models to your children in urbanity 
and becoming deportment, both at school and in 
places of worship. Teach your children to worship, 
and to come here desiring to profit by the study of 
God’s word. 

I seem to see a glorious future before us if we 
will but ‘cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear 
of the Lord.’”’ II Cor. vii. 1. Our few gathered 
in Mendez are united and they will prosper, and 
we desire that our church in the largest and most 
intelligent city of Tamaulipas should be united and 
press vigorously forward. 

Dwell together in unity, in love, in charity, and 
the God of peace will keep you and abundantly 
bless you. 
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“IS CHRIST DIVIDED ?’’--Ist. Cor. I. 13. 





‘¢ Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, 
yea, and forever.’ Heb. xiii. 8. 


Accept that and it puts an end to all efforts to 
‘‘ part asunder’’ what God hath joined together. 
‘‘God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the 
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into glory.” 
I Tim. iii. 16. ‘*Who his own self, bare our 
sins, in Ais own body on the tree.” (I Pet. ii. 24.) 
It does not say ‘‘his Jody bore our sins’’ but 
‘* his own seif’’ bore them while in his own body. 
It was the ‘‘same Jesus’? who said to John while 
‘‘in the isle that is called Patmos,” ‘‘I am the 
Almighty,’’ “‘I am he that liveth and was dead.”’ 
It was necessary that the Son of God should par- 
take of flesh and blood, so he could ‘* Zaste death 
for every man.’’ Death is a terrible enemy to 
man, a fearful place to pass through without Jesus, 
but as he took our human nature upon him and 
and endured ‘‘the suffering of death” that he 
might destroy the devil, its author, and deliver 
people from the fear of it, with the Psalmist we 
can say ‘‘ Though I walk through the valley and 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil.” ‘* Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, to-day and forever,”’ 
walked through that dark vale. It was not because 
he was divided, or His divine nature left the 
human, that he said ‘‘If it be possible let this cup 
pass from me’’ or ‘‘ My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me,” but I believe it was because the 
sins of the whole world were upon him. ‘‘ He 
was wounded for our transgressions and bruised 
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for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him.” ‘‘ The Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.’’ It pleased the Lord to bruise 
him and put him to grief, when His sou/ was made 
an offering for sin. 

God saw the travail of his soul and was satisfied, 
because he poured out his soul unto death. (sa. 
liii.) Is it too much to believe that in that awful 
hour he was made to feel, ‘‘ to taste,’”’ was baptized 
into the condition of a lost soul being ushered 
into eternity without hope, and /haf multiplied 
by all of earth’s fallen millions to the end 
of time? In the light of all the Scriptures say 
about ‘‘this same Jesus,” how can any conclude 
that before he died the Divine and human were 
severed, and only a human sacrifice was made for 
the atonement for sin. But we are told that 
‘‘ Divinity cannot die,” and that ‘‘such an assump- 
tion shakes all common sense.’’ What is death? 
It does not mean to cease to exist. If such was 
the case it would be quite incorrect. In that case 
we’could not say any one was dead. Paul did not 
die. Martin Luther never died. Geo. Fox did 
not die. But they did die, and we do not think it 
improper to speak of their death. I accept the 
definition that ‘‘ when the vital principle, which is 
life, leaves the body, that is death, simply that, 
nothing more.”’ Then, why not apply the same 
rule when speaking of the death of the ‘‘ Lord of 
Glory?’”’ Peter told the men of Israel they had 
‘¢ killed the Prince of Life,’’ and did not stop to 
explain that it was only the human body of Christ 
that was killed; no such explanation was needed. 
When we speak of the Lord of Glory, the Prince 
of Life, the Son of God, dying, we do not mean 
he ceased to exist, and that the universe was with- 
out a governor, but that he, ‘‘ Christ, the Lord,” 
‘*the mighty God,’’ passed through the ordeal, 
‘the suffering of death.’”” Therefore let all the 
house of Israel know that ‘‘God hath made that 
same Jesus whom ye have crucified both Lord and 
Christ.” Ws. P. SMITH. 


Earlham, Iowa, 





THE Index of Babyhoods first year, which accom- 
panies its twelfth number (November), comprises 
nearly four hundred titles, and gives an idea of the 
subjects covered by this novel mother’s companion in 
its first volume. It would have been difficult for 
Babyhood to crowd into its three hundred and ninety 
pages a greater variety of information and suggestion 
touching the rearing of children and the regimen of 
the nursery, yet a glance at many of the articles shows 
that their subjects have been by no means fully 
treated, while a vast number of allied topics remain 
totally untouched. In other words, Babyhood has as 
yet scarcely entered upon its field, so prolific 1s it of 
the most interesting and fascinating study, 





Moses Hopkins, of North Carolina, who has 
been appointed American Minister to Liberia, was 
born a negro slave. After obtaining his freedom 
he received a collegiate education. He is a Pres- 
byterian clergyman, and has been Principal of the 
North Carolina State Normal School.— Zhe Times. 


THE 


For Friends’ Review. 
THE END OF THE CAPTIVITY. 


Many shouted for joy, others wept witha loud 
voice. Ezra iii. 12. 


Seventy years had passed since God's people, 
Israel, had been in bondage in Babylon. The 
temple at Jerusalem had been destroyed, the wall of 
the city ot God laid waste, in fulfilment of the word 
of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, the prophet. 
‘¢ This whole land shall be desolate and an astonish- 
ment, and these nations shall serve the king of 
Babylon seventy years.” Now the Lord stirred up 
the spirit of king Cyrus, that the word of the Lord 
by the same prophet should also be fulfilled. ‘* After 
the seventy years shall have been accomplished at 
Babylon, I will visit you and will perform my good 
word toward you by causing you to return to this 
place.” And Cyrus, king of Persia, issued a 
proclamation, declaring deliverance from bondage, 
and that the temple at Jerusalem should again be 
built. ‘* Accordingly the foundation thereof was 
laid, and the people shouted with a great shout, 
because the foundation of the house of the Lord 
was laid.” Great cause of rejoicing, truly. Nearly 
100,000 people delivered from bondage, permitted 
to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the house of the 
Lord. But there were some who did not rejoice. 
‘* Many of the priests and Levites and chief men 
of the fathers, who were ancient men, wef¢ with a 
loud voice, while many shouted for joy.”? A 
strange scene, truly. The inspired historian fails 


to give us any explanation of this strange com- 
mingling of ‘‘the noise of shouting and the noise 
of weeping, and the noise was heard afar off,” and 


all from the same cause. The weeping was by the 
priests, the Levites and the ancients. Perhaps it 
was because of their more vivid remembrance of 
the past glory of the former house, having witnessed 
more of the presence and blessing of God, the 
cherubim, the mercy seat, the very Shekinah, the 
evidence of the Divine presence. They doubtless 
reflected: all this cannot be duplicated ; the new 
temple cannot equal the glory of the former. The 
dimensions of the two were similar. The provision 
for the ornamentation was ample. But the ark 
of the covenant had been destroyed, was not re- 
stored, nor any prospect that it would be. How 
could the presence of God be known without this ? 
Whatever the temple might prove, to them the 
most important part could not be replaced. The 
ark of the covenant, so sacred that Joshua and king 
David and all the people fell before it, so repre- 
sentative of God’s presence and power that Uzzah 
must not touch it, even to steady it from falling, 
and live ; yet this and all the vessels of the house 
of the Lord must have been at the command of the 
Lord utterly destroyed, and at the hand of the 
enemies of God and of His people. But now ‘“ by 
the good hand of the Lord,” His enemies stirred 
up to restore and rebuild; it is not strange that 
even the priests and the ancients failed to see the 
hand of the Lord in it all, or understand how the 
glory of God could be advanced ; for with all our 
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increased light and revelation of God’s will and 
ways, we are so slow to recognize His hand, by 
which He led His people on from the ark of the 
covenant to the covenant of His grace. Ezra was 
thus authorized by the king to rebuild the temple, 
and ten years later, Nehemiah to rebuild the walls 
of the city. We trace the significance of Solomon’s 
prayer at the dedication of the former temple, ‘If 
thy people sin against thee, and thou deliver them 
over into the hand of their enemies, and they carry 
them away captive ; yet if they bethink themselves 
in the land whither they are carried captive and 
turn and pray unto thee and toward this temple, 
then hear thou and forgive.’? Though 500 miles 
from Jerusalem, Daniel, the three captives, and 
doubtless many more, prayed with ‘‘ their windows 
open towards Jerusalem,” and their prayers were 
being answered, and while being answered, were 
accompanied with a reiteration of the command, 
‘‘Speak to my people that they go forward.” 
Another step toward the time indicated by the 
suggestion in Solomon’s prayer, ‘‘ Will God indeed 
dwell in temples made with hands?”’ Another ad- 
vance towards the day, when Christ answered, 
‘<The time cometh and now is, when neither in 
this mountain nor yet at Jerusalem (exclusively) is 
the place where men ought to worship.” The 
brazen serpent, towards which the fathers had 
looked and were healed, so long held sacred, 
had been pronounced only a piece of brass, 
had fulfilled its mission by typifying Him unto 
whom all who look are healed. The fire on the 
altar, which God kindled and must not be substi- 
tuted or even imitated by Dathan and Abiram, 
typical of the fire of God’s love, ‘* which must never 
go out,” had been forever extinguished. The way 
into the holy of. holies, foreshadowing Him who 
who declared, ‘‘Iam the way,’”’ had been forever 
obliterated. The vail which covered the mercy 
seat, prefiguring that which was to be ‘‘ rent from 
the top to the bottom,” had been lost amid the 
general conflagration. The time was drawing near, 
if not already come, of which the prophet spake, 
‘When ye shall no longer say, the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, neither shall it come into 
mind.” An important advance towards the coming 
of Him who forever blotted out the handwriting of 
ordinances, types and shadows, so emphatically 
important, yet significant in their day, fulfilling 
and finishing them when He cried upon the cross, 
“It is finished.” In those days God chose a 
dwelling place for Himself and His name. Now 
His people are His dwelling place. 


The foundation of the temple then éaid fore- 
shadowed the Foundation which is now laid, and 
henceforth ‘other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid.’? At which glorious truth the 
church should unite in rejoicing with thanksgiving 
and praise. Had ‘the priests, the Levites and the 
ancients’ foreseen the good hand of the Lord, as 
He led them, or understood His divine purpose, 
they would have joined in the general thanksgiving 
and praise. 

Was the foundation which is now laid now under- 
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stood in its wonderful significance, by the people 
of God, universal anthems of praise and thanks 
giving would characterize the Church of Christ, 
and the life of each member. thereof would be 
that of gladness and joy. 
Limiting our faith by what appears and measuring 
it from human standpoints, is the most fruitful 
source of gloomg forebodings and unhappy Chris- 
tian experiences ; the cause of such strange com- 
' mingling of joy and sorrow, weeping and shouting 
as the church is presenting to the world to-day. 
‘Speak to my people that they go forward” will 
never be out of date. Not beyond the angel of the 
Lord’s presence and guidance, but ‘* leaving those 
things which are behind and pressing forward ”’ is 
appropriate to the church as to individual experi- 
ence. There were those, ‘* who through fear of 
death were all their lives subject to bondage,”’ one 
interpretation of which is, who through fear of 
death to sin, never find liberty in Christ; hence 
the gloomy, joyless experience. Death often sig- 
nifies life. The falling leaves indicate vitality in the 
tree, indispensable as they seemed to the beauty of 
the tree, yet the bare and leafless branches are far 
better evidence of life than if still clinging to 
their parent stem. Yet while they teach us the 
lesson of ‘‘ passing away,” they also remind us that 
‘*My words shall not pass away.’’ ‘* That the 
foundation of God standeth sure.”” The Psalmist 
inquired, ‘‘If the foundations be removed, what 
shal) the righteous do?” Suggestive of the response, 
Ther flee to the Foundation which cannot be re- 
moved. If the reeds on which we have been lean- 
ing fail us; if the sources of hope and joy, or the 
foundations on which we have been seeking rest be 
removed as in mercy they often are, it is not un- 
likely that we be found among those who wail and 
lament, until we find rest and peace and joy in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, the Rock of our salvation. 
Around this Foundation may the church of to 
day rally reyoicing, with no note of sadness, of 
doubt, or distrust, of God as our leader, or each 
other as members of the Church of Christ, with 
gifts differing, but all by the same Spirit, ever re- 
membering there are higher heights of glory and 
deeper depths of love continuously before us, that no 
past experience or even present joy is the full 
measure of what is in store for those who are and 
continue established on this foundation, to whom is 
the command with promise, ‘‘ Be ye glad and rejoice 
forever, in that which I create, for behold I create 
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.” 
J. De VoL. 
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Hap a delight in the splendor and greatness of 
this life been an innocent delight for people of birth 
and fortune, our Saviour had never said, ‘‘ Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.”’ 

Were there no sin in pampering ourselves with 
our riches, our Saviour had not said, ‘‘ Wo unto 


you that are rich, for ye have received your conso- 
lation.’’ 


For Friends’ Review. 


BRANDY VS. CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
IN SWITZERLAND. 


Since the re-imposition of the capital penalty by 
a number of the Swiss cantons several years ago, 
the writer has several times taken occasion to call 
attention to the notable increase in the consump- 
tion of alcoholic liquors in Switzerland, and to 
seriously question the wisdom—the rightfulness, 
indeed—of hanging people for crimes, the com- 
mission of which was most probably brought about 
through indulgence in liquors obtained at the state- 
licensed drink-shops. The magnitude which this 
rum enslavement has reached, may be gathered 
from the following abridgment of a startling article 
upon ‘‘The Swiss and their Brandy bill’’ which 
appeared in a late number of the Vorth British 
Mail. 

The remarkable increase in the number of 
public-houses, in the consumption of liquor, and 
in the resultant prevalence of intemperance, appears 
to date from the year 1874, when the new Federal 
Constitution took away from the cantons their right 
of local option. The amount of brandy, wine, beer, 
and cider consumed is 317,000,000 pints: and as 
the population is under three millions, we hence 
have an average of about 10g pints a year for 
every man, woman and child of the little Alpine 
republic. Of brandy alone the consumption is 16 
pints per head, and it is even stated that in the 
cantons of Berne there are whole villages where 
the children are treated to potato brandy in lieu of 
milk! The money cost of this manner of 
indulgence on the part of each Swiss workingman 
averages fifty dollars per annum, a very handsome 
percentage of his year’s wages to be deducted from 
the home rent, home living and home comforts of 
the quite forgotten wife and children. No matter 
of surprise, therefore, that of the 600 suicides of 
the year 1884, nearly all were traceable to drink, 
and that of every hundred men rejected from mili- 
tary service, nearly a half are for the same cause, 
It is a satisfaction however to have heard of the 
late passage by the Federal chambers of a bill re- 
storing to the cantons their power to reduce the 
number of the public-houses. This bill (which 
has been confirmed, according to the Constitution, 
by a general vote of the people) also imposes a tax 
on the manufacture, sale, and importation of 
spiritous liquors—absinthe not being included. It 
remains to be seen whether the Swiss will rid 
themselves of a bondage far more complete than 
that which oppressed them in the time of William 
Tell, and, if they happily so do, what will be the 
result of this riddance as affecting the total of 
homicides—suicides, of course, being included 
therewith. JostaH W. LEEDs 





For a man to say he is lowly in heart, whilst he 
is seeking the ornaments, dignities and show of life, 
is the same absurdity as for a man to say he is of a 
meek and forgiving spirit, whilst he is seeking and 
revenging quarrels. 
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OUR LONDON LETTER. 

The Meeting for Sufferings assembled as usual 
on the rst inst. In the devotional pause which 
took place at its commencement, earnest prayer 
was put up on behalf of William Edward Forster— 
‘*the son of a late dear Friend of ours ”»—who 
was lying dangerously ill at the time, and on be- 
half of his family. The Committee on Madagas- 
car reported that the work (authorized by the 
Meeting for Sufferings) of distributing to each 
member of the newly elected Chamber of Deputies 
a copy of M. Saillens’ pamphlet on this question 
hac been accomplished. There seems good ground 
to hope that the timely issue of this forcible address 
has done something to inform and awaken the 
conscience of the French people. There is con- 
siderable likelihood of a peaceable solution being 
shortly arrived at; for which, if it forms a per- 
manent and fairly reasonable settlement of the dis- 
putes, we may feel very thankful. 

An interesting letter was read from Rufus P. 
King, dated, New Zealand, Eleventh month 6th. 
Amongst other points, we notice with pleasure that 
the Friends residing in and around Auckland, the 
capital, have just established a regular meeting for 
worship on First-day mornings, and have arranged 
to meet once a quarter also, to attend to the affairs 
of their little ‘‘church.”” R. P. K’s companion, 


Alpheus White, having returned to America, a young 
Friend of Melbcurne, William Creath, has been lately 
travelling with him, and Friends of Melbourne 
have freely contributed towards his expenses. The 


meeting in Sydney is growing in numbers and in- 
terest. About twenty-seven persons were added to 
the membership as the outcome of R. P. K’s 
labors there, which is a very encouraging result. 
The First-day School, also, is taking a useful place, 
and affording scope for the exercise of the qualifi- 
cations of the members. The meeting at Mel- 
bourne is referred to in hopeful terms; several of 
its younger members appear to be seriously in- 
clined. 

Friends in the South of France are as usual. 
They have three ‘‘ recorded’’ ministers, Benjamin 
Combe, Jules Paradon, and Lydie Majolier (sister 
of the late Christine Alsop). The latter is of 
-course very aged and feeble, though bright in mind, 
and, were it not that the meeting is held at her 
house, she would be quite unable to attend it. 
Their Quarterly Meetings are held alternately at 
Nismes and Congenies. Some of the Friends live 
so far off that the journey by rail is almost beyond 
their means, and the Continental Committee has 
once or twice sent a small remittance to assist 
them in this object, encouraging Friends to inter- 
change such visits when they can, as they are felt 
to be helpful in promoting the love and life of the 
Church. 

London, First mo. r4th, 1886. 
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HE that is taught to live upon little, owes more 
to his father’s wisdom, than he that has a great deal 
left him to his father’s care. 
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An Extract. 
COUNT TOLSTOI’S RELIGION. 


ae 


From time to time the power of Christ to awaken 
life in unexpected quarters, and raise up for him- 
self, if not children out of the stones, at least a 
prophet out of a Saul, receives new and striking 
illustration. From time to time the largeness of 
his teaching is exemplified by some new interpre- 
tation that shows in Christianity a meaning and a 
power which the students in the cloisters of the 
Church had not discovered. [Illustrations of this 
truth are Professor Seeley’s ‘‘Ecce Homo” and 
Mozoomdar’s ‘‘ Oriental Christ.’”” The latest and 
not least significant is Count Tolstoi’s ‘‘ My Relig. 
ion.” 

Count Tolstoi is a Russian nobleman and author, 
who declares of himself that for thirty-five years 
he believed in nothing; that he now believes in 
the doctrine of Jesus; that his whole life has 
undergone, in consequence, a sudden transforma- 
tion; that, instead of despair, he has a joy and 
happiness that death cannot take away; and that 
he desires to tell the world how all this came 
about. His introduction is, indeed, a unique and 
simply eloqueut account of a radical religious con- 
version. The central principle which Count 
Tolstoi has discovered in the Four Gospels is that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to show men how 
to live peacefully and happily with one another in 
this life ; that he has given in the Sermon on the 
Mount the principles according to which both 
social and individual life should be regulated ; that 
these principles are embodied in the five Christian 
commandments which, in some sense, answer to 
the ten Jewish, or Old Testament, commandments; 
that the central principle, of whica they are appli- 
cations, is stated in the command, ‘‘ Resist not 
evil ;’’ that, in saying this, Christ meant exactly 
what he said; that if society were to adont this 
principle it would adopt all the specifications under 
it. Obeying the command, ‘ Judge not, that ye 
be not judged,” it would make no attempt to or- 
ganize judicial institutions to enforce justice; it 
would put an end to the guillotine and the gibbet ; 
it would believe that evil cannot suppress evil. 
Obeying the command, ‘‘ Thou shalt not commit 
adultery,’’ it would allow no disruption of the 
tamily tie—no divorce for any cause whatever. 
Obeying the command, ‘‘Swear not at all,’’ it 
would no longer allow men to take oaths of obe- 
dience to civil authorities, without which the con- 
flict between political allegiance and allegiance 
to God never could arise. Obeying the com- 
mand, ‘‘ Love your enemies,’’ it would treat all 
foreigners as it treats fellow-citizens, recognizing 
the Samaritan as truly a neighbor as if he were a 
Jew.—Christian Union. 


oe 


Wuo does not know, that a man may give all 
his goods to feed the poor, and yet want charity? 
But will any one therefore conclude, that another 


may keep all his goods to himself, and yet have 
charity? 
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RURALés« 


GrassEs.—Extra Clean Kentucky Blue Grass. 
(Poa pratensis.) Valuable for lawns when mixed 
with other varieties ; thrives best in a dry soil, 
retaining its verdure in the hottest weather. 14 
ibs. to the bushel ; about 214 bushels to the acre. 

Herd or Red Top Grass. (Agrostis vulgaris.) 
A valuable native permanent grass, as a mixture in 
meadows, pastures or lawns; growing in almost any 
soil, moist or dry, and standing our hot climate. 
14 Ibs. to the bushel; 114 bushels to the acre; 
for lawns, 3 bushels to the acre. 

Orchard Grass. (Dactylis Glomerata.) One 
of the most desirable pasture grasses for stock and 
for shady places; not so exhaustive to the soil as 
Timothy. 14 tbs. to the bushel; 3 bushels to the 
acre. 

Tall Meadow Oat Grass. (Avena elatior.) A 
valuable grass for permanent pasture ; early luxu- 
riant growth and abundant supply, which is rel- 
ished by cattle early or late; also makes splendid 
hay. 13 tbs. to the bushel; 5 bushels to the acre. 

Yellow Oat Grass. (Avena flavescens.) Desir- 
able for dry meadows and pastures. About 7 ibs. 
to the bushel. 

Wood Meadow Grass. (Poa nemoralis.) A 
very productive and nutritive grass, adapted for 
lawns and pastures. Thrives well under trees. 
14 Ibs. to the bushel; 2 bushels to the acre. 

Rough-Stalked Meadow Grass. (Poa trivialis.) 
Produces an abundant crop of highly-nutritious 
herbage ; valuable for either moist or dry soils. 
35 tbs. to the acre; about 14 ths. to the bushel. 

Meadow Foxtail. (Alopecurus pratensis.) One 
of the earliest and best pasture grasses; grows 
rapidly when cut or eaten down by stock. About 
7 tbs. to the bushel ; 3 bushels to the acre. 

Timothy. (Phleum pratense.) The best quality 
of prime seed. A well-known grass, and on moist, 
peaty or clay soils it will produce a larger crop 
than any other variety, not being so well suited for 
light sandy soils. Weight 45 tbs. per bushel; from 
¥ to 1 bushel per acre. 

Sweet Vernal Grass. (Anthoxanthum odora- 
tum.) Useful to mix with other grasses for 
pastures and lawns, on account of its early growth 
and emitting an agreeable odor when cut for hay. 
About ro tbs. to the bushel ; 3 bushels per acre. 

Enghsh Rye Grass. (Lolium perenne.) A 
nutritious permanent grass for meadows and 
pastures, also for mixing with others for lawns. 
24 tbs. to the bushel ; 3 bushels to the acre. 

Italian Rye Grass. (Lolium _Italicum.) 
Thriving in any soil, yielding an early and 
abundant crop, also for mixing with other pasture 
grasses. About 20 tbs. to the bushel; 3 bushels 
to the acre. 

Hungarian Millet Grass. (Panicum Germani- 
cum.) One of the most valuable annual soiling 
and forage plants, growing in any ordinary soil ; 
withstands the drought well; sown as late as July 
it will produce a large crop of hay. 48 ibs. to the 
bushel ; 1 bushel to the acre. 
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Golden, or German Millet. Of great value as an 
annual hay and fodder crop. 

East India, or Pearl Millet. 

Crested Dogstail. (Cynosurus cristatus.) An 
excellent grass for hard, dry soils; valuable for 
pastures and lawns. 

Hard Fescue. (Festuca duriuscula.) One of 
the most desirable of dry grasses ; excellent for dry 
soils. About 12 tbs. to the bushel; 234 bushels 
to the acre. 

Meadow Fescue. (Festuca pratensis.) A valu- 
able grass for permanent pastures; very productive 
and nutritious. About 15 tbs. to the bushel; 
about 2 bushels to the acre. 4 

Sheep's Fescue, (Festuca ovina.) An excellent 
grass for sheep pastures. About 12 Ibs. to the 
bushel ; 234 bushels to the acre. 

Bromus Scraderi, or Rescue Grass. Avaluable 
forage plant from Australia. 35 tbs. to the acre, 

Creeping Bent Grass. (Agrostis Stolonifera.) 
Succeeds in nearly every situation and is good for 
lawns. 15 tbs. to the bushel; 214 bushels to the 
acre. 

Johnson Grass. (Sorghum halapense.) This 
grass is very popular in Alabama and other Southern 
States. It is a strong, persistent grower, and hard 
to eradicate. In the South three cuttings in a 
year have yielded 5 tons of hay on an acre. It 
should be cut for hay when it comes into bloom, 
and it is then very tender and nutritious. 25 tbs. 
to the bushel, about 1 bushel to the acre. 

Red Clover, Medium. (Trifolium pratense.) 

Red Clover, Mammoth or Pea Vine. Grows 
five to six feet high, with large, coarse stalks, and 
is largely used for plowing under for manure. 

Alsike, or Hybrid Clover. (Trifolium hybrid- 
um.) Even clover-sick lands will produce a good 
crop of this; perennial and very hardy. Its 
strong, fibrous roots take a strong hold in the 
ground, and thus do not wash out. It is very 
valuable, both for pasturage and soiling; very 
productive, sweet and fragrant. The flowers are 
a distinct light pink, and much liked by bees. 
Sow in Spring or Fall, 6 ths. per acre. 


Lucerne, or Alfalfa. (Medicago sativa.) Early, 
productive, succeeds in nearly any good soil, and 
lasts for a number of years. Valuable for the South, 
as it thrives on dry, rich, sandy soil, producing 3 
to 4 cuttings annually, and even in seasons of severe 
drought is always fresh and green, because the 
roots extend so deep into the soil. It grows two to 
three feet high, with purple blossoms. It yields an 
immense amount of green food for cattle, and 
should be cut when first commencing to bloom, or 
it can be cut and used as ordinary clover hay. 
Instead of exhausting the land it increases fertility, 
but does not succeed on compact clay or in land 
with impermeable subsoil. Sow 8 to ro tbs. per 
acre. 

White Dutch. (Trifolium repens.) Thrives 
best in damp locations, and, while not a heavy 
producer, is valuable in permanent pastures. In 
connection with Blue Grass it affords the most 
nutritious food for sheep and cattle. 
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at the rooms, and a disposition on the part of 
Friends to avail themselves more fully of the benefits 
and privileges which the Institute has placed at their 
disposal. It is further stated that 


‘‘ Although projected in the interests of young 
men, the Institute soon after it was established ex- 
tended the privileges of its reading-room to women, 
and as quite a number of the latter serve on com- 
mittees of. charitable and philanthropic organiza- 
tions which hold their meetings at the Institute, the 
Managers have concluded that by allowing them to 
share its responsibilities and burdens the efficiency 
of the Association could be increased, while its in- 
fluence in the direction originally intended would 
not be at all impaired. With the view, therefore, 
of widening the influence and increasing the useful- 
ness of the Institute, the Board of Managers sub- 
mitted to a vote of the Association a proposition 
admitting women to membership. The proposition 
met with almost unanimous approval, the necessary 
changes were made in the Constitution, and thirty- 
three female members have been admitted. 

‘«The number of visitors to the rooms of the In- 
stitute during the year just closed was five thousand 
nine hundred and ten—the largest number in any 
year since the Institute was founded. 

‘« The following committees and assuciations have 
held their stated meetings at the rooms during the 
past year: The Executive Committee of Friends’ 
Temperance Association of Philadelphia, the Board 
of Managers of the Western District Colored School, 
the teachers of the Joseph Sturge Mission First-day 
School, the Beehive Committee, the Executive 
Committee of Friends’ First-day School Associa- 
tion, the Earnest Workers, and the Women’s 
Foreign Mission Association. 

‘* A course of lectures, under the auspices of the 
Institute, was delivered in the hall of the Academy 
of Fine Arts. 

‘*The revenues of the Institute, together with the 
contributions of interested Friends, have defrayed 
the year’s expenses. After an existence of five 
years, the Friends’ Institute seems to have won 
the confidence and support of a large number of 
Friends, and the Board of Managers give place to 
their successors with the hope that the original ex- 
pectations of its founders will in the future be more 
fully realized.” 


A remark is suggested by one numerical state- 
ment above given, which applies to a customary 
usage rather than to this particular instance of it. 
When it is mentioned that the number of visitors 
to the rooms of the Institute during the year was 
five thousand nine hundred and ten, we do not un- 
derstand that so many distinct individuals availed 
themselves of its privileges in that time. Perhaps 
it would be more in accordance with. simplicity to 
say that such a number of visits to the rooms were 
made, by a greater number of persons than during 
the previous year. 
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Obviously, it is important that there should be, 
in so large a city as Philadelphia, a central place, 
‘*head quarters,’ for Friends; where not only 
residents, but visitors from other places, may find 
welcome, comfort and convenience, and may be 
easily put in communication with others in or near 
the city. Also, a place for the meeting of commit- 
tees ‘of various kinds, such as the Institute provides, 
is very desirable. We commend to the careful 
consideration of those among us who have large 
means, the question whether the time has not nearly 
or quite come, when a fund should be raised to 
purchase or erect a building, of larger accommoda- 
tion, for the uses of the Institute. 

By its Lyceum, with literary exercises, occurring 
periodically through the winter, and the Courses of 
Lectures (whose program for this season appears 
on another page), much is done towards the intel- 
lectual advancement and social enjoyment of our 
members and others. 


NOTICE. 


LECTURES AT HAVERFORD COLLEGE.—Henry 
Blackburn, of London, will lecture on Second mo, Ist 
in Alumni Hall on Artists and Arabs—a Painter's 
Adventures and experiences in Algeria. And Second 
mo, 8th on Recent Pictures, showing some of the pictures 
produced in Europe in 1884-5. 

Prof. J. P. MacLean, of Hamilton, Ohio, will lec- 
ture on Second mo. 3d on Zhe Mound Builders. 

All the lectures will be illustrated. They begin at 
7.30 P. M. 


DIED. 


PECKHAM.—At his residence, in Westmoreland, 
Oneida county, N. Y., on the 28th of Twelfth month, 
1885, Daniel Peckham, in the 86:h year of his age; a 
member of Westmoreland Monthly Meeting. 

He became in early lite convinced of the doctrines 
and testimonies professed by Friends, believed them 
to be the unadulterated truths of the Gospel as re- 
corded in the Scriptures, and endeavored to exemplify 
and maintain them. He was a diligent attender of 
meetings, and for many years acceptably filled the 
station of elder, and performed several religious visits 
as companion to his wife in different Yearly Meetings, 
to the satisfaction of his friends. Towards the close 
his mind became impaired and at times wandering ; 
but he repeatedly gave consoling evidence that his 
heart was fixed?trusting in the Lord and His abound- 
ing grace in the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

PENNINGTON.—Anna M. Pennington, daughter 
of Asa and Asenath Burnside, and wife of Levi T, 
Pennington, died at her residence in Westfield, Ind., 
Twelfth mo. 20th, 1885, aged nearly 65 years. 

She was a highly esteemed member and elder of 
Westfield Monthly Meeting, and was an example of 
perseverance and punctuality in the performance of 
all her religious duties. Her place at meeting was 
never vacant without sufficient reason. Her testimony 
to the saving efficacy of the blood of Jesus was clear 
and definite. She had great sympathy for the young 
and inexperienced, being very careful to attend the 
prayer-meeting, not only on her own account, but also 
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that by her example and testimony she might en- 
courage the young to attend. As a temperance worker 
she was earnest, continuous, cheerful and prayerful. 
Her words of encouragement to all, in any manner 
engaged in religious service, will long be remembered 
by the many that have been favored withthem, Her 
last sickness was of a character to cause intense suf- 
fering for many months, and her prayers for patience 
and power to endure all to the end were mercifully 
answered, Her close was triumphantly glorious. + 


STAMP.—Suddenly, of heart disease, Eleventh mo. 
26th, 1885, at the house of Albert Padgham, in Farm- 
ington, N. Y., Edward Stamp, aged 36 years, 

Born in England, he came to this country with his 
widowed mother when seven years old. He soon 
found a home with the late James Macomber. He met 
with an accident when ten years old which caused a 
life-long spinal injury, which he bore with patience 
and fortitude. His adopted father gave him the ten- 
derest care, which he remembered with gratitude. A 
remarkable sympathy and affection existed between 
them. Desiring to become a member among Friends, 
his father requested for him. When the messenger of 
death came we trust he was prepared. 





THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


FIRST QUARTER. 
Second month 14th, 1886. 
THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL. Dan. v. :—12; 25—28. 
Go.tpgn Text.—Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting. Dan. v. 27. 

The date of this lesson is about fifty years after 
the last, and near the close of the seventy years’ 
captivity. For several years after Nebuchadnezzar’s 
death the empire was in a very unsettled state. At 
the time of today’s lesson Nabonidus, who appears 
from the inscriptions to have married a daughter of 
Nebuchadnezzar, was king. No name at all re- 
sembling Belshazzar is to be found in profane his- 
tory ; hence sceptics have argued that Daniel’s ac- 
count is false; but this difficulty is completely 
cleared up by the inscriptions which have been re- 
cently deciphered. They show that about this time 
Nabonidus had associated his young son Bel-shar- 
uzar (Belshazzar) with him in the government, and 
had left him in charge of Babylon whilst he himself 
marched to attack the enemy. ‘‘ The Medo-Per- 
sian empire had for several years been growing 
prominent, and under Cyrus had been conquering 
the outlying provinces of the Babylonian empire.’’— 
Peloubet. Cyrus had now been besieging Babylon 
for two years, but owing to its vast extent and 
the fact that Nabonidus had not only considerably 
strengthened its fortifications, but had also taken 
immense pains to store the town with provisions— 
so that it was reckoned to contain enough to sup- 
port the inhabitants for twenty years—the siege 
seemed likely to prove a very difficult affair, and 
the young king and his army felt themselves com- 
pletely secure. 

1. Belshazzar the king. He was quite a youth, 
son of Nabonidus, and grandson through his 
mother of Nebuchadnezzar, deputy ruler in Baby- 
lon whilst his father, having been defeated and cut 
off from his capital by Cyrus, had taken refuge at 
Borsippa, a neighboring town. Made’ a great feast. 


Lesson vit. 


REVIEW. 


It was probably some annual festivity in honor of 
the Babylonian deities, perhaps celebrated on a 
scale of more than usual magnificence, in order to 
occupy and amuse the besieged generals. (Cf. 
Esther i. 3). The river Euphrates flowed through 
Babylon. Its banks were connected by a bridge, 
at either end of which wasa royal palace. The 
principal of these, in which the feast was probably 
held, was surrounded by three walls—the outer 
one having a circuit of seven miles. The middle 
one was 300 feet high, strengthened with towers 
420 feet high, and the innermost one was higher 
still, Taking into consideration the strength of 
these defences, our surprise at the reckless security 
shown by the young king and his courtiers is much 
diminished. A thousand of his lords, ‘* This was 
not so large a number in Oriental banquets as it 
may seem to us: Alexander the Great once invited 
10,000 to a wedding feast.’’ See Rawlinson. 

2. Belshazzar while he tasted the wine. ‘The 
Babylonian banquets were magnificent, though they 
usually ended in drunkenness. Wines, imported 
from abroad, and luxuries of every kind loaded the 
table. Perfumes filled the hall; vocalists and in- 
strumental performers entertained the assembled 
guests.”’—J. Mf, Fuller. Commanded to bring the 
golden and silver vessels. Cf. Dan. i. 2 and Ezra 
i. 7. These treasures had hitherto been kept sa- 
cred, as being devoted to the use of a god. It 
seems to have been considered sacrilege, even 
amongst the heathen, to use such vessels for ordi- 
nary uses. Seev. 23. His wives and his concu- 
bines. ‘* The mention of the presence of women 
at this feast (once considered a sure proof of igno- 
rance on the part of the writer) is singularly in ac- 
cordance with the habits of the Babylonians. They, 
in marked distinction from the Persians and ma- 
jority of Oriental nations, allowed to their women 
great freedom, and their presence at banquets and 
festivals is especially noted.’’— Cook. 

4. They drank wine—out of the sacred cups, 
probably to excess—and pratsed the gods of gold, 
&c. They no doubt especially attributed to them 
the triumph over Jerusalem, and over the God 
whose sacred vessels they were now profaning. 

5. In the same hour. Cf. ch. iv. 31, Even 
whilst this profane revelry was going on. Came 
forth the fingers of a man’s hand. ‘The hand 
coming from behind a cloud is a commonly re- 
ceived symbol of Deity, and was used as such by 
the Assyrians.’’"—Annotated Bible. On the plaster 
of the wall of the king’s palace. <‘‘ The wall of the 
chamber was not wainscotted, but only plastered 
with lime, as such chambers are found in the palaces 
of Nimrod and Khorsabad, covered over only with 
mortar.’’ 

6. Then the king’s countenance was changed. 
Cf. the vivid prophetical description in Is. xxi. 
2—g, which refers to this, also Jer. 1. 43. Ais 
thoughts troubled him. It was one of those mo- 
ments when the secret sins start up as in the light 
of God’s countenance. He recognized what he had 
done and feared the anger of the offended deity. 

4. The king cried aloud to bring in the astro 
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rs. R.V., *enchanters’’—those who especially 
studied the stars. Zhe Chaldeans, These were a 
priest-caste of wise, learned, influential men in all 
religious matters. 

7. And shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
«In every similar case (Gen. xli. 4o—45 ; Esth. x. 
3; Dan. ii. 48, 49) the reward is the elevation to 
the second place, the place next to the king. The 
only reason can be assigned for variation in this 
instance is that the first and second places were 
both filled (Nabonidus in the first, his son Belshaz- 
zar in the second), and therefore the highest as- 
signable reward was the third place.”—Rawilinson. 

8. They could not read the writing. The words 
were Aramaic, the language of which both the 
Hebrew and Chaldee were branches. Many ex- 
planations have been attempted as to why the wise 
men could not read the writing. Thesimplest and 
most probable is that whilst they could pronounce 
the words they could not tell in what way to inter- 
pret them as applying to Belshazzar. 

9. Then was king Belshazsar greatly troubled. 
His trouble increased more and more. And his 
lords were astonied. R. V. ‘‘Perplexed.’’ The 
idea conveyed is that of a complete disturbance 
and confusion. 

10. Vow the queen—the queen-mother—a per- 
son of very great influence in an Eastern court. As 
Nebuchadnezzar’s daughter she would be familiar 
with Daniel’s history. By reason of the words of 
the king. The noise or the report of the king’s 
distress had reached her apartments. 

11. There is a man in thy kingdom. From Dan. 
viii. 1 and 27 1t appears that Daniel held some 
official position at this time. Evidently, however, 
he was by no means so prominent as he had been 
under Nebuchadnezzar, in fact the young Belshazzar 
might easily have forgotten his existence. Vedu- 
chadnezzar thy father. The expression is used 
equally for ancestor. He was Belshazzar’s grand- 
father. Daniel upon being summoned reminded 
Belshazzar how Jehovah had proved to Nebuchad- 
nezzar that He was the true God. Hence Belshaz- 
zar’s sin was the greater, for it had been committed 
not ignorantly, but knowingly. 

25. Each of these famous words had a double 
meaning and Daniel brought this out. 

26. Mene, God hath numbered thy kingdom. 
Counted the days of its existence—and counted 
them till they were ended. 

27. Tekel—thou art weighed in the balances. 
This word has two meanings—weighed and found 
Aight. Belshazzar, however, outwardly strong and 
powerful, came short when the divine test was ap- 
plied to him: weighed in God’s balances he was 
found wanting. 

28. Peres. ‘* This is the singular form, of which 
upharsin is the plural. It means ‘ divided, broken 
Into pieces.’ The word Peres, when written ac- 
cording to ancient custom without the vowels, is 
the same as the wurd which means Persians.’’—S. 
S. Times. At this very time the Persians were 
Swarming into the city. Hopeless of reducing it 
by the ordinary methods Cyrus had succeeded in 
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drawing off the water of the river by canals, and 
now whilst the whole city was steeped in drunken 
revels, his soldiers creeping along in the river beds 
got inside the massive gates of brass, and seized 
the undefended gateways. (See Jer. li. 31; Jerl. 
24, 30; li. 4.) That night the king of Babylon 
was slain in his palace. ‘‘ And when morning came 
Cyrus found himself undisputed master of the 
city, which if it had not despised his efforts, 
might with the greatest ease have baffled them.” — 
Rawlinson. 


PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 


In dwelling on Belshazzar’s sins, do not load 
him with opprobrious epithets, but try to bring out 
in what they really consisted. He was a heathen 
king, yet one who ought to have known something 
of the true God. He disregarded the lessons which 
his grandfather had learned by bitter experience 
(ch. v. 22, 23), and even from his heathen stand- 
point acted impiously in profaning the sacred 
vessels. 

2. Dwell also on the dangers arising from in- 
temperance; they are well illustrated by Belshaz- 
zar’s history. 

3. Emphasize how the monuments of this time, 
hidden for 23 centuries have now come to light to 
prove the light of the Bible. —Pedoudet. 

4. Above all let us learn from this lesson that 
God’s balances may differ from ours and let us seek 
to find out the ‘truth about ourselves as Hz sees it. 


Not A REFORM MOvEMENT.—The plans of the 
President for dealing with the Indian question, as 
outlined in his message, have received our warmest 
approval. The methods of his administration, as 
indicated by the action of the Indian Department, 
are subject to searching inquiry, if not to severe 
criticism. We have been loath to call in question 
any specific removal by the present administration, 
because efficiency in government requires a central- 
ized responsibility, and that involves a large power 
of removal of unsatisfactory subordinates. More- 
over, there is force in the point that the offices a 
year ago were substantially all filled by Republicans, 
and that it is legitimate, as fast as vacancies occur, 
to supply them with Democrats, until a substantial 
non partisan administrative force is secured. But in 
the Indian Bureau the number of removals has been 
suspiciously large. The names of thirty-four new 
Indian agents are now before the Senate for con- 
firmation ; only twenty-seven of the old agents remain 
in the service, and we are informed on good authority 
that the Indian Commissioner has expressed his pur- 
pose to fill this branch of the service with Democrats. 
It is difficult to believe that some of the removals 
made, those of General Milroy and Major Gasman, 
for instance, have been prompted solely by a con- 
sideration of the good of the service.— Christian 
Onion. 


<a 


WHEN home is ruled according to God’s word, 
angels might be asked to stay at night with us, and 
they would not find themselves out of their sphere. 
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From Santa Barbara Press. 
SUMMARY OF THE WEATHER AT SANTA 
BARARA DURING 1885. 


—_——_—- 


The following is a summary of thermometrical 
observations made at Santa Barbara during 1885, 
with self-registering thermometers in the observatory 
formerly belonging to Wm. Field. In it are given 
the mean temperature of each month, and also that 
of the warmest and coldest day in the month: 


Meanof Warmest Coldest 
Month. Day. Day. 


January ; 57 
February 65.5 
62.5 
oO. 
64.8 
64.5 
73 
76 
78.8 
72 
64.8 
65.7 

There were during the year 31 days in which the 
mercury, in the hottest part of the day, rose above 
80°. Of these one was in February, one in June, 
six in July, eleven in August, five in September, 
four in October and two in December. 

Of days where it did not fall as low as, 60° at 
- night, there were but 13 during the year, four of 
which were in July, eight in August and one in 
December ; and there was only one night when it 
fell below 40°. 

Rain fell un 31 days during the year, only nine 
of which could properly be called ‘rainy days.” 
On the remaining twenty-two, the rain either occur- 
red at night or came in showers during the day 
with intervals of sunshine. Of the ‘‘ rainy days”’ 
one was in Januasy, one in April, five in Novem- 
ber and two in December. 

The total rainfall of the year was 17.06 inches; 
of which 4.56 inches fell during the first five 
months, about one-fifth of an inch in October and 
the rest in November and December. 


HucuH D Val. 


September 
October 


Santa Barbara, Jan. 4th, 1886. 


A MEETING HOUSE IN JaMaica.—The lot upon 
which are being erected the mission buildings at 
Amity Hall, Jamaica, for the congregation gathered 
by Evi Sharpless in the eastern part of the island, 
belonged to and was purchased from owners who 
live in Chicago. It cost one hundred dollars. 
Thirty-five dollars of that amount has been raised 
by Friends in this city, and the remainder advanced 
by them, with the assurance from Friends who 
have the work in Jamaica that the amount advanced 
would be:refunded ; but since all the money here- 
tofore raised for the mission will be needed to 
prosecute the work, it is expected this amount will 
be raised in addition. Friends are, therefore, 
urged to subscribe to it. Any one who will give 
to this fund, please send their subscriptions to 
Willet Dorland, 56 Wabash Avenue, Chicago, III. 
—Christian Worker. 


THE FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PROHIBITION NOT A FAILURE IN IOWA, 


As many of the readers of Friends’ Review are in. 
terested in the progress of prohibition in lowa, I would 
say: The law thus far has accomplished all we had 
any reason to expect. Not a saloon or anti-temper. 
ance man in the State, but who is in great agony be 
cause of the law interfering with their favorite busi 
ness, Our town of two thousand inhabitants is no ex. 
ception. No intoxicating liquors have been sold here 
since the law came in force, only as other criminal 
laws are violated ; and the criminals under this law 
are prosecuted as promptly as others. Some have 
been captured in ourcounty. Lately one of the secret 
dealers, who had long defied us, was caught, and paid 
$110.45 fine and costs; a second capture will cost him 
severaltimes as much. They are very sly indeed, | 
clip the foltowing from one of our county papers of 
last week: 

“There is a revival of prosecutions against saloons 
all over the State, and some vigorous work is being 
done. Injunction proceedings have been begun against 
the breweries and all suspected places in many large 
towns. These raids have become so frequent the 
brewers are getting a little shy. It is expensive busi- 
ness for them to furnish kegs, which represent a large 
amount of money. Beer kegs are expensive, and 
when they fall into an officer’s hands in a saloon they 
are destroyed. One brewer in Des Moines furnished 
kegs to the amount of $150 in a single week. In 
Centerville, Sam Stewart was convicted of twenty vio- 
lations, and fined g2000. At Ottumwa, the most noted 
saloonkeeper in the State, ‘Stormy Jordan,’ was con- 
victed and fined $600. The Supreme Court having 
decided that the owner of premises who rents for sa- 
loon purposes is equally liable with the saloon-keeper, 
and also his property, is causing vigorous prosecutions 
against them, Nothing will wind up renting premises 
to saloon-keepers so quick as to touch the owner’s 
pocket.” 

Governor Larrabee, in his late inaugural, demands 
that the prohibitory law be retained for a full and fair 
trial, and says that in the contest between the liquor 
league and the law-abiding citizens he will give all 
the assistance in his power to the latter. He reviews 
the liquor traffic and prohibitory legislation in Iowa at 
great length, and says: 

‘For several months the law was generally com- 
plied with throughout the State, and continued to be 
quite well observed, until judicial and other officers 
connived at, and even openly encouraged, the viola- 
tion of the law. In several instances appeals were 
taken, and the cases transferred from the State to the 
Federal Courts, and these cases are still undecided, 
Under these embarrassments those especially inter- 
esting themselves in enforcing the law have relaxed 
their efforts, waiting for the decision of the courts. The 
opponents of the law of course take advantage of this 
opportunity and endeavor to force a conclusion upon 
the public mind that the law is a failure. This is un- 
fair and premature.” 

Practically speaking, none but those who oppose 
the law ever speak of its being a failure, any more 
than that of any other criminal statute; and it is quite 
probable the Legislature, now in session, will strengthen 
it with new enactments, Ezra KING, 

Hampton, Iowa, First mo. 18th, 1886. 

From a Des Moines Paper. 
A LAWLESS JUDGE. 

MUSCATINE, Jan. 16.—A committee, consisting of 

Ex-State Senator Pliny Nichols, Benjamin Hershey 
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and John Mahin, were appointed as a committee by 
the County Temperance Alliance to-day to present a 
report to the Legislature for the impeachment of Judge 
Walter I. Hayes, of the Seventh Iowa Judicial District. 

The law-respecting feelings of the people of this 
community have been outraged so wilfully that public 
sentiment will endure it no longer. The report made 
public in to-night’s ournal of this city states that 
“during the four terms of Judge Hayes’ court in this 
county since the law went into effect, there have been 
93 convictions on indictments for nuisances under this 
act; and not one of the offenders has been disturbed 
in his person, property, or business, Not a single at- 
tempt has been made, either by fine or warrant, to 
abate the nuisances, Sixteen persons have been con- 
victed three times each, and thirteen have been con- 
victed twice of nuisance, under section 1543 of the 
statutes, and the plain provisions of the law have been 
deliberately and repeatedly set at defiance by the pre- 
siding Judge.” 

The committee's report says that the effect of Judge 
Hayes’ practical nullification of the law is that : 

1, No person can be forced to testify to the purchase, 
by himself, of intoxicating liquors. 

2. He had better not, if he is willing to, “ for the 
obvious reason " that he will be liable to indictment if 
he does, as “ there is no distinction between him and 


3. His testimony is worthless, if he gives it, unless 
corroborated by other worthless testimony. 

4. Expert witnesses are to be indicted. 

5. Societies or companies of ‘‘ two or more persons,” 
uniting to enforce the law, must be indicted for con- 
spiracy. 

6. The right of appeal is denied. 

The report sums up the chargés against Hayes as 
follows : 

1, Judge Hayes does not attempt to enforce the law 
against en sellers, 

2. He does not impose adequate penalties, 

3. He does not increase the penalties to meet the 
requirements of justice. 

4. He encourages a continuance of lawlessness by 
a decrease of penalties. 

é He does not enforce his judgments. 

. He does not even pronounce judgment. 

7. He does not carry out the letter and spirit of the 

present law, and “abate” the nuisances, 


THE FREEDMEN IN KANSAS, 


This class of people, I trust, still claim the sympathy 
of those who love their brother man and seek out the 
suffering to relieve them, Although in many respects 
the refugees‘in the southern part of Kansas are doing 
well on the little homes which kind friends helped 
them to procure, word comes to us in various ways 
that this winter is a very trying one for them. In the 
spring their first planting was destroyed by worms, 
their second was washed out by the floods, which did 
so much damage on the lands near the rivers, and not 
only the growing crops were washed away, but some 
of last year’s, and stock also. Thus are they left ina 
very bare state and hardly know how they can subsist 
through the winter, as the third planting was so late in 
Sixth and Seventh months it was overtaken by early 
frosts before ripe, Having visited some of the colonies 

ast vear and seen for myself their efforts for them- 
selves (one man and wife with no children having 
taken five orphans under their care), I believe they are 
deserving the help of the benevolent. 

In Coffeyville colony they have made the first pay- 
ment on a house for meeting and school purposes 
which they much needed, but are unable at present to 


REVIEW. 429 


do any more owing to their losses. This may meet 
the eye of some whose hearts are ready to help them 
from their purses, who will like to forward to Daniel 
Votaw, Secretary of Freedmen’s Relief Association, 
His sacrifices for them have impaired his health and 
left him poor. L, MARIA STANLEY. 


FRIENDS’ JAMAICA MISSION, 
Dover, N, H.. First mo. 18th, 1886, 

Editor of Friends’ Review :—This will inform you 
of the safe arrival of our Jamaica party, T. B. Hussey 
and wife and my “better half” (on the 15th inst), in 
good health and unabated interest in the advancement 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom upon the Islands of the 
Sea. The contemplated mission buildings for meeting 
and school purposes were completed and an interest- 
ing meeting held in the same prior to their leaving. 

The Lord be magnified for instituting such a work 
for the poor and needy of that land in common with 
other fields of labor. The command “Lift up your 
eyes and behold,” &c., is just as imperative as of yore, 
and in beholding through the Spirit, the fields already 
white unto harvest, it is sometimes better to pray send 
me than to excuse ourselves and beg the Lord to send 
others. The day is not far distant when the Master 
will have valiants from those that are now comparable 
to the stones of the street, and so He wili bring honor 
to Himself, A. C, TUTTLe, 

FARMINGTON QUARTERLY MEETING, N. Y., was 
held last week; an opportunity of much interest and 
favor. Munisters present from abroad—Isaiah Jay, of 
Indiana, and Mary G,. Underhill, of Poughkeepsie, 
N., Y. W. T. W. 

First mo. 26th, 1886. 


CORNWALL QUARTERLY MEETING, held on the 2oth, 
21st and 22d ult., at the Valley, was a favored season, 
the Lord’s presence being manifest in each of the sit- 
tings. Luke Woodward, of Glens Falls, and Jesse 
McPherson, from N. C., were with us as ministers of 
the gospel, accompanied by their wives ; also, Thomas 
and Hannah Leggett, from Nine Partners. At select 
meeting on the 2oth, P. M., the usual routine of business 
was performed in harmony, X. Y. 


TueE following comprehensive invocation credited 
to St. Patrick when he entered, early in the fifth 
century, on his work for the conversion of Ireland, 
expresses, we believe, the desire of every devoted 
minister of the Gospel, of every missionary worker 
in foreign fields, and of every true-hearted Chris- 
tian the world over, who really wishes to have a 
‘¢ Happy New Year:’’ 


“ May the strength of God pilot me; 

May the power of God preserve me; 

May the wisdom of God instruct me ; 

May the eye of God view me ; 

May the ear of God hear me ; 

May the Word of God make me eloquent ; 
May the hand of God protect me ; 

May the way of God direct me ; 

May the shield of God defend me ; 

Christ be with me, 

Christ on my right hand, 

Christ on my left hand, 

Christ in the heart of all to whom I speak, 
Christ in the mouth of all who speak to me, 
Christ in the eye of all who see me, 

Christ in the ear of all who hear me.” 
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MORTALITY OF NEGROES IN NORTHERN 
CITIES. 





An article in the Alumni Magazine, of Lincoln 
University, Penna., shows by statistics that the 
number of deaths to population in Boston, Phila- 
delphia, New York and Baltimore, among colored 
people, is much greater than among the whites. In 
Boston, in 1884, there were 42.10 deaths to each 
thousand of the colored population, aud only 24.12 
deaths in each thousand of white people. In 
Philadelphia, from 1866 to 1884, the range of 
mortality has been, among negroes, from 48 to 29 
per thousand; among whites in the same years, 
from 26 to about 18 per thousand of those living. 

The principal causes of this great mortality are, 
consumption and other diseases of the lungs, and 
some disorders of infancy, which result in many 
more colored than white children dying before the 
period of youth. On the other hand, diphtheria, 
scarlet fever, typhoid fever, and puerperal fever 
(often called symotic diseases) produce a smaller 
mortality among colored than among white people. 

A qualifying fact is, that the proportion of col- 
ored people who live under the circumstances of 
poverty and ignorance is, in our northern cities, 
very large. How far this may account for the dif- 
ference in mortality, can only be ascertained when 
a comparison is made with white persons who live 
in like manner; not with the whole white popula- 
tion together. ‘, 

Still, there is good reason to believe that a race, 
like that of the negroes, of tropical origin, may be 
a long time in becoming thoroughly acclimated to 
our Northern country; which, as compared with 
European climates, is considered rather trying to 
the health of white people. 








AstTaTE of complete satisfaction is not by any 
means a Gesirable attainment. It is not found 
among scriptural beatitudes. On the other hand, 
it was our Lord himself who said: ‘‘ Blessed are 
they which do hunger and thirst.” Thus the be- 
atitude is one of dissatisfaction. It is mind-hunger 
that impels the student in all his quests and re- 
searches; if he becomes satisfied with his knowl- 
edge, his progress is atan end. Satisfaction with at- 
tainments in any sphere marks the limit of attain- 
ment. Hunger of soul, the desire for more of God, 
for holier life, for deeper communion, for fuller 
transforming of character, is the only hopeful state; 
the want of these desires tells of a perilous spiritual 
state. Longing is the heart’s cry for greater near- 
ness toGod. It is the hand held out empty for 
heaven to fill. It is the very spirit of faith im- 
pelling always to new ventures, to more heroic 
struggles. Satisfaction sits down at the foot of the 
mountain, while longing boldly climbs to its sum- 
mit. Satisfaction is content to stand on the shore 


and wonder what is beyond; longing pushes out 
upon the unpathed waters, and discovers great con- 
It is longing alone that makes us grow. 
What we long 
It is 


tinents. 
It transforms us into its own spirit. 
for intensely and continuously, we become. 





like the lamp in Goethe's tale, which, placed in the 
fisherman’s rude hut, changed it to silver. The 
lamp of heavenly longing, lighted in our hearts and 
burning there, will transform our poor, dull earthly 
lives into the beauty and brightness of heaven, 
S. S. Times. 








A NATURE PRAYER. 





Oh, birds that sing such thankful psalms, 
Rebuking human fretting, 

Teach us your secret of content, 
Your science of forgetting. 

For every life must have its ills— 
You, too, have times of sorrow— 

Teach us, like you, to lay them by 
And sing again to-morrow ; 

For gems of blackest jet may rest 
Within a golden setting; 

And he is wise who understands 
The science of forgetting. 


Oh, palms, that bow before the gale, 
Until its peaceful ending. 

Teach us your yielding, linked with strength, 
Your graceful art of bending ; 

For every tree must meet the storm, 
Each heart encounter sorrow ; 

Teach us, like you, to bow, that we 
May stand erect to-morrow ; 

For there is strength in humble grace— 
Its wise disciples shielding— 

And he is strong who understands 
The happy art of yielding. 


Oh, brook which laughs all night, all day, 
With voice of sweet seduction, 
Teach us your art of laughing more 
At every new obstruction; 
For every life has eddies deep 
And rapids fiercely dashing, 
Sometimes through gloomy caverns forced, 
Sometimes in sunlight flashing ; 
Yet there is wisdom in your way, 
Your laughing waves and wimples ; 
Teach us your gospel built of smiles, 
The secret of your dimples. 


Oh, oaks that stand in forest ranks, 
Tall, strong, erect and sightly, 

Your branches arched in noblest grace, 
Your leaflets laughing lightly ; 

Teach us your firm aud quiet strength, 
Your secrets of extraction 

From slimy darkness in the soil 
The grace of light and action; 

For they are rich who understand 
The secret of combining 

The good deep hidden in the earth 
With that where suns are shining. 


Oh, myriad forms of earth and air, 
Of lake, and sea, and river, 
Which make our landscapes glad and fair 
To glorify the giver; 
Teach us to learn the lessons hid 
In each familiar feature, 
The mystery which so perfects 
Each low or lofty creature ; 

For God is good, and life is sweet, 
While suns are brightly shining 
To glad the glooms aad thus rebuke 

Our follies of repining. 
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Each night is followed by its day, 
Each storm by fairer weather, 
While all the works of nature sing 
Their psalms of joy together. 

Then learn, O heart, their songs of hope! 
Cease, soul, thy thankless sorrow ; 
For though the clouds be dark to-day, 

The sun shall shine to-morrow. 
Learn well from bird and tree and rill 
The sins of dark resentment, 
And know the greatest gift of God 
Is faith and sweet contentment. 


J. EDGAR JONES, in Louisville Courier- Fournal, 


From the (London) Christian. 
LIFE’S THRESHOLD. 


O little feet, as yet untired 
By any steps on Life’s rough way ! 
O sweet blue eyes, undimmed by tears ! 
O dimpled hands, stretched out in play! 


Love longs to lead those little feet 

Through sunny meadows, bright with flowers ; 
Where all is fair, and glad, and sweet— 

An azure sky that never lowers, 


Love longs to teach those laughing eyes 
To see with clear and earnest sight 
Each turning page of Life’s great book, 

Where few, alas! can read aright. 


Love longs to give those little hands, 
Stretched out to us in merry play, 
Blossoms to hold, that have no thorns, 
And treasures none can take away. 


And yet how powerless, at the best, 

Is human love. Through hopes and fears 
Those little feet must walk alone, 

And those blue eyes shed many tears, 


Those little hands may have to yield 
Up treasures they will toil to gain; 

And they must find earth’s flowers have thorns, 
For every joy is fraught with pain. 


But, Love Eternal, Thou art near ; 

Around our restlessness, thy rest ! 
- Those Thou dost?guard, and guide, and teach 
Are now and ever fully blessed. 


Oh, may these feet walk in Thy ways; 
May these sweet eyes look up to Thee ; 
These little hands receive Thy gifts: 
Thus blessed to all eternity. 
A, M. CHARLESWORTH. 


REDEMPTION. 


I am not skilled to understand 
What God hath willed, what God hath planned ; 
I only know at His right hand 

Stands One who is my Saviour, 


I take God at His word and deed ; 
“ Christ died to save me,” this I read, 
And in my heart I find a need 

Of Him to be my Saviour, 


And was there then no other way 
For God to take ?—I cannot say ; 
I only bless Him day by day 
Who saved me through my Saviour, 
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That He should leave His place on high, 
And come for sinful man to die, 
You count it strange! so do not I, 

Since I have known my Saviour, 


In heaven He found no grief nor blame 
To bear away, no bitter shame 
Of death and sin; and so He came 

To earth to be its Saviour. 


And had there been in all this wide 

Wide world no other soul beside, 

But only mine—then He had died, 
That He might be its Saviour: 


One wounded spirit, sore opprest ; 
One wearied soul that found no rest 
Until it found it on the breast 

Of Him that was its Saviour, 


Then had He left His Father’s throne, 

The joy untold, the love unknown, 

And for that soul had given His own, 
That He might be its Saviour. 


And oh! that He fulfilled may see 

The travail of His soul in me, 

And with His work contented be, 
As I with my dear Saviour. 


Yea, living, dying, let me bring 
My strength, my solace from this spring— 
That He who lives to be my King 

Once died *o be my Saviour! 


—From “ Songs of Salvation,” by Dora Greenwell, 


NOT AS 1 WILL. 


Blindfolded and alone I stand 
With unknown thresholds on each hand ; 
The darkness deepens as I grope 
Afraid to fear, afraid to hope; 
Yet this one thing I learn to know 
Each day more surely as I go, 
That doors are opened, ways are made, 
Burdens are lifted or are laid 
By some great law unseen and still 
Unfathomed purpose to fulfill, 

“ Not as I will.” 


Blindfolded and alone I wait, 
Loss seems too bitter, gain too late; 
Too heavy burdens in the load, 
And too few helpers on the road ; 
And joy is weak and grief is strong, 
And years and days so long, so long ; 
Yet this one thing I learn to know 
Each day more surely as I go, 
That I am glad the good and ill 
By changeless law are ordered still 
“Not as I will.” 


“ Not as I will !"—the sound grows sweet 
Each time my lips the words repeat. 
** Not as I will !"—the darkness feels 
More safe than light when this thought steals 
Like whispered voice to calm and bless 
All unrest and all loneliness, 
‘* Not as I will,” because the One 
Who loved us first and best has gone 
Before us on the road, and still 
For us must all His love fulfill !— 

“ Not as we will,” 

HELEN HUNT JACKSON. 





